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the seventeenth century, and if he reads well 
annotated editions with fewer notes, he will 
understand the language of the period more 
easily and better than in editions where it is 
attempted to bring out, at once, all the points 
of difference between the language of Cor- 
neille and Racine and that of Lamartine and 
Hugo. 

J. y. Sargant's ' Grammar of the Dano- 
Norwegian Language ' (Clarendon Press, 1892) 
is altogether the best practical Scandinavian 
handbook in English. It is based on an 
earlier work by the same author, published in 
1865, intended for English and American tour- 
ists in Norway. ' In the present expansion, 
while the original purpose is constantly kept 
in view, the readers of Ibsen and BjVrnson are 
also provided for. The general plan is well 
conceived and skilfully carried out. Beginning 
with the Norwegian pronunciation of Danish, 
the author passes on to accidence. The dis- 
cussion of the substantive and the article is 
characterized by a thoroughness and correct- 
ness rather unusual in a work of this kind. 
Some few loose statements occur, as those on 
the contraction of the terminations -el, -en, -er, 
but a careful scrutiny shewed us actual mis- 
takes. The examples throughout are numer- 
ous and well-chosen, though it would have 
been better had the quotations from Norwe- 
gian and Danish writers been distinguished, or 
better still, perhaps, had the latter been en- 
tirely omitted. An attempt to discuss the 
twofold use of Danish almost inevitably leads 
to confusion. An occasional explanation of 
differences between the two, such as that of 
the numerals, is, however, desirable. The 
author has succeeded perfectly in avoiding 
that too common fault of practical grammars, 
the superficial and inappropriate introduction 
of philological discussion. The list of Nor- 
wegian idioms is particularly helpful, so help- 
ful, indeed, that . we should be inclined to 
quarrel with its compiler for not giving us 
more of them. 

The book can be heartily recommended to 
all those intending to take up the practical 
study of Norwego-Danish. (8 vo, 172 pp.) 

Professor F. M. Warren is delivering a 
course of six lectures at Adelbert College 



(Cleveland, Ohio) on "French Realistic 
Novels." The special subjects are as follows: 
i. Beginnings of ."ealism ; Stendhal ; — ii. M6ri- 
m^e, Balzac; ill. Balzac, — iv. Balzac, Charles 
de Bernard ; — v. Minor Realists, the Natural- 
ists ; — vi. Flaubert. — These lectures will be 
followed with a course on "Modern German 
Fiction " by Professor R. Waller Deering, who 
will treat the following topics : 
i. Introduction ; Older Historical Novel : 
Hauff ; Alexis ; English Influence — ii. Revo- 
lutionary Fiction ; Gutzkow ; Laube ; Jung 
Deutschland— Hi. Village Story (Dorfge- 
schichte) ; Immermann ; Auerbach — iv. Later 
Historical Novel ; Scheffel ; Freytag ; Ebers ; 
Eckstein— V. The Short Story ; Heyse ; Stifter; 
Storm — vi. Society Novel ; Spielhagen ; Heyse. 



PERSONAL. 

Mr. Edwin W. Bowen Ph. D. (J. H. U.) is 
now assistant professor of English in the 
State University of Missouri, (Columbia). Mr. 
Bowen's early training was received at Ran- 
dolph-Macon College, Virginia, where he 
received the degree of A. M. in June, 1889. 
During the academic year 1887-88 he was 
principal of a classical school at Middleburg, 
Va. After a course of three years at the 
Johns Hopkins University, he received the 
degree of Doctor of Philosophy in June 1892 ; 
his dissertation is entitled " An Historical 
Study of the e-vowel in English." 

Dr. A. Macmechan, Professor of English at 
Dalhousie College, Halifax, N. S., announces 
that among the papers of the late Professor 
James De Mill, author of 'The Dodge Club,' 
'Cord and Crease,' 'A Strange Manuscript 
Found in a Copper Cylinder,' etc., there has 
been found a MS. poem of over a thousand 
lines, entitled 'Behind the Veil.' The poem 
is said to be the best piece of work ever done 
by the author. Dr. Macmechan will edit it, 
and it will be published in a limited edition, 
"for and on account of Mrs. De Mill," by 
Messrs. T. C. Allen & Co., Halifax, N. S. 
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